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been a good housewife, who cared well for her husband and five children.
While Goethe on his mother's side sprang from a family of scholars and officials, on his father's side the roots of his family tree reached down to craftsmen. And while his maternal ancestors came to Frankfort from the south of Germany, on his father's side they came from the north, from the region between the Thuringian Forest and the Harz Mountains. The poet's temperament came, then, from the happy amalgamation of two classes and two races. The grandfather, Friedrich Georg Goethe, was the son of a farrier. He learned the tailor's trade, but did not remain faithful to his calling. After he had married his second wife, Cornelia Schellhorn, owner of the Weidenhof in Frankfort, he became an innkeeper, and in this capacity increased the fortune he had already accumulated. The grandson did not know him personally, as he died before the boy's birth. The grandmother, on the other hand, lived to enjoy Wolfgang's early years. He describes her as a beautiful, spare woman of gentle, benevolent character, always neatly dressed in white.
To his grandparents was born in the year 1710 their third child, Johann Caspar Goethe, father of the poet. After he had been prepared for the university at the Coburg Gymnasium, he studied law four years in Leipsic,9 practised at the Imperial Chamber in Wetzlar, and in the year 1738 obtained at the University of Giessen the title of Doctor of Jurisprudence, presenting a good dissertation upon a point in the law of inheritance. The ambitious man, however, did not consider his education now finished, but sought to round it out further by a year of travel. Toward the end of 1739 he travelled through Austria by way of Graz, and Laibach, and in Italy as far south as Naples, returning home by way of France. Accustomed to plain living and strict economy at home, the expensive-ness, extortions, and discomforts of Italian travel made him "incredibly glad" when he had turned his back on Rome and Naples. But in later life he always spoke enthusiastically